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in statutes and by the Rolls of Parliament. The develop-
ment of the enacting formulae from the beginning of the
sixteenth century shows in the clearest light the growing
constitutional importance of the Commons. Down to
Richard II's time the laws as a rule contained a statement
in the preamble that they had been enacted " ad petitioner "
of the Commons. Thenceforward the newly won equality
of the two Houses was shown by the addition of the words,
" with the assent of the prelates, lords and barons." Under
Henry IV the customary formula was "by the advice and
assent of the lords spiritual and temporal and at the request
of the Commons." But under Henry VI it became custo-
mary to declare the assent of the Commons. In his reign
the words " and by authority of the parliament" were added
to the formula. The first enactment of Henry VII gives
the wording which, with unessential changes, is that of the
present day.1 We need only briefly mention in conclusion
that the formulae for the grant and refusal of the royal assent
and for communications between the two Houses have come
down unchanged from this period, as their very wording,
couched in old law French, indicates.

When we revieXv the whole of the first great period of
development it is easy to recognise that the passage from
the fourteenth to the fifteenth century marks a division
between two stages. The former century saw great political
successes on the part of the Commons and the laying of the
foundations of the constitution of Parliament. The fifteenth
century, to quote Guizot's striking observation, is not remark-
able for any great acquisitions by Parliament in the realm of
constitutional law ; on the other hand, there followed in
the Commons, now that they had made good their claims in
law and in authority, as against the Crown and the Lords,
a period of construction of internal parliamentary law. This

1 The formula runs: " The Kynge ... at his Parliament holden at
Westmynster ... to thonour of God and Holy Chirche and for the
comen profite of the roialme by thassent of the lordes spirituell and
temporell and the comens in the said Parliament assembled and by
j^auctorite of the sayd Parliamente hath do to be made certein statutes and
Tdenaunces ... Be it ... enacted by the advyce of the lordes spirituelx
Mid temporell and the comens in this present Parlernent assembled and
by auctorite of the same." (" Statutes of the Realm," vol. iL, p. 500.)
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